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Productivity of Sago Making among the Kubo in Papua New Guinea
Kazuhiro Suda

Hokkaigakuen University, Asahi-machi, 410, T'oyohira-ku, Sapporo 062, Japan

Abstract Based on the author’s field survey in Siuhamason, a Kubo-speaking village, in Papua New Guinea in 1988
and 1994, this paper reports some factors which affect productivity of sago making. The distinctive feature of sago
making in Siuhamason is seen in beating pith before extracting starch, which amounts to one fourth of time spent in
starch production and may reduce productivity per hour. Since low productivity per labor time is compensated by
increase of participants or work force, however, productivity per palm in Siuhamason is almost identical with that
observed in Gwaimasi, another of Kubo-speaking village. Labor productivity of neighboring Pa-speaking visitors to
Siuhamason extremely exceeds that of Kubo villagers, and this may be caused by the different pounding tools and non-
beating of pith. In Siuhamason, the people are not willing to accept new techniques for starch production, although they
know them.
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BHEHGHENELD, £, BETARYI=ZN5D
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I 1988 SE 7 HMH A6 1N HRETOH S » file,
1994 £ 7 OGS HRETO 2 r Al 2 [lff-
oo 1994 EOWME TR, MUSE»r-AT EITMA,
S.D.A. DHIRALH /< v FTHiEEh, FOHHFD:
DIHERFITIHANS o 7. 1988 SEOBABEIC
2, 23MOFTENDMTFbOR 25 KOFTYTIHFRN S
#7:(Suda1990). TNH b 4 FkiAE H T TITb L
bOTHE, FHENERIIO~<328 AA(G b 4+ AHIE
12 ERBOLF)MITirbR, 1 HB - OBmMARL
T 248 AThDH. Bl 328 AHD I B, TR A
THEFEELAIABLIC 324 ARG 99 id+~T &
il - THbRIZODTHD, i, F77%D 254 A
HizowTid, 208Iks e TFr 7O #
FELL Jo8s, ThtdxTanyTRE, +4b
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FIHs R 25 K03 av o nH b, MLATRTO
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FIZOWTIIHAE - BHONEREL (P4 44, B
Hi: 74). €612, 38 AHIZDWTIE, HA LN
eI, BB IUKEZED1NY
o) OUERBEI R U1 Bl B /- ) DB 2 ML 72,
T/, D ST LARORHE,S, KD 1,693
oWnT, &MY - fNE - Sk oFhFRICES S
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IvTHfshi. oS5 1FIRAT Y #ITTHD
N0 THS, sloHIEHDIL, 6E(7AK) 12D
WOEENE, BRAHE, ME - BHOJISOF— 7 2 IUK
FTHIENTEL., 6@MOY TEYELIIN~<E8I AH
G B 15 AHIR 12880 )23 Tiibh, 1HS
Y OBMARIG PN 218 ATHS. £iFs3I AN
95, 2 AHE 24%) RBMHIZ L > TiFbI A, 12,
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BHELE7RKOF I L0+ TIZonT, L7
FPr7omERELLE. $7, 6 RIIONWTIE, BB
HOB, m4E, RETH, RILBELREIRLL, 2
HiZ, 833AHDI B, HEHINI TR 9 AHZR
{74 AHIZDWT, K6 DHBRRER] L IR % o5
L7, LaL, BB LUHREE2ED1 A4 Y i
FEMEU BB 2 ) R EROEMIE, 12 k%0
ZFOBF 15 ABERI L 59 AHORERIZKESVT
Wa e, HTEDIZETLBOREDS, Kl
602 Sz OVT, WAl h-BUIPE -Blikk Y DEREFRICE
FENBEHESIEIL 2. 48, e@OYTEYDI B,
16, /<y FIEET B (A M) v 25 v FRik
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HETHL I RROTREHBTHHLLbOTH S,
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1988 EEDF—H{2E Bk, 13 AKDHFANLTM L /2
IV ARy 0F 7 DERIL 105.5kg 7358
(Table 1), HIXLIZLHERIKREL, fhnbod
275 kg, ADLDH 239 kg &, IEHDED - 2.
¥/, FEEBHONWIZL AT 7 HERIE, Fh€h
98.0 kg & 1079 kg TH Y, FEAFEREIPDLIS
Mol 72, 1AV EFMTEOIL, 134 A
A2 ERBOLT% 0.5 ABIZRFT) 2o T, 38
ABOHFE G LT L1 O ) OFEREEG (380 & K
HESULIL 10208 THY, Fhr oL 1 AH
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Table 1 DProductivity of sago making

No. of Weight of , Working* Weight of starch Weight of*
Resg::ch rl:;;;izf palms starch per Per::m;(li:")s hours per  per person-day  starch per
¥ 8 processed palm (kg) per p day (hrs) (kg) hour (kg)
1988 23 25 105.5% 13.4 10.29¢ 7.7 0.75¢
1994 7 8 164.5¢ 16.3¢ 9.94¢ 10.1f 1.03
1994 (Pa) 1 189.5 6 10.69 31.6 295
1986-87¢ 41 4 117.6 10.2 8.74 12,5 1.43

{Gwaimasi)

including travel and rest time.
N =13 palms.

N = 38 person-days.

N =6 palms.

N = 59 person-days.

data from Dwyer and Minnegal (1994).

n -0 Q00 0

Table 2 Details of processing work and their
proportions (in parenthese)

Research Pounding Beating with Squeezing
year pith (min)  stick (min) (min)
1988 542 413 738
(32.0) (24.4) (43.6)
1994 130 164 308
(21.6) (27.2) (51.2)
T'otal 672 577 1046
(29.3) (25.1) (45.6)

M) DEERIE 7.7ke ! AQ, 1 Bl Y BRI
0.75kg [BEE 2%, S612, EROWIRIE, & HH
32.0%, BEOD&At24.4%, BN 43.6%TH o
(Table 2).

6 ENDY IV ZHELL 1994 ENTF—2I2L B E,
IV 1 RN Y7y 7 nEhEiE 164.5kg (1146
~264.7ke) TH Y, 1988 EDTF—F D 1.5 {FHIIHmML
Twih, ¥, ZoOILFEOFITIALMER
RFry7rOMEIR1505ke THY, BHESHLLLD
(167.3kg) EFUILENE DT, 72, 1 4OHT
Y RARATAOETLENIE 163 ARTH ), 1988
FEOF—FEDH3IARIREHMLT, | HOEE
L 9.94 BEIITH D, 1988 DT — & LIHUZM LT
HolzH, 1 AHLZ ) RU 1 BN b g ik,
FREN100kg/ AHE 103 kg /BFIZHIIILTED,
Y42 oAERE MU CRMUMMPROH ORI Vo
125, EROWRTIE, REID A 21.6%, HMNEH

value of girls under 12 year is converted into 0.5 person-day.

27.2%, BIEYA51.2%THY, EbRE->/2EEIZEDS
ol

SHIZHL, NEOTEIZE > THRSN Y TY Y
2, 1 A8 0F > 7 MR 1 HOfERsNIE, £
hEh, 189.5kg, 10.69BFMTH), ZHKDF—2 L
p@biv. LdL, ERBEOTFT—FEADE, 316
kg/ AR, 295kg |BETH Y, s FEEOEFREREH
WTWa,

s

SIT, sHEENEOF—- SO, S61Z134ER
SEEORET T4 DOF—= 2 L OREEHLT, &
EHOERUIERESZAEHIZOVWTEZ TRV,
IIATIRIINT OLBEH Okm, ALY v 2
Z v PINAERICMET 2, AD25 AREDORETHS
(Dwvyer and Minnegal 1991, 1992, 1994), /¥ FIZd&
BENLEHIOBEF P SBNTEWH, Y9Ny
YERMTRE, U ATORERHE LB
Yitaohd, L NEENLEEEB>TW3, E1,
FOdHISE I F I ENRESLTEY, »oTidES L
OIELFrb R TV (Dwyer, etal. 1993). 1986 4 8 f]
POBENHITTIATL THTELIT o7 Dwyer &
Minnegal (199%) 12E 2 &, o OH TEY DHERTI
Hix, 91TV TITORTwabDEEbL L,
LaL, o2ttt BTl e, frRuas
FBRCEIBEALFDOUEWED ETHS, 1,
{OWE, YTIRD T IY I EFHIESOE NS
AN—RIZLTiTbits, 19865 1) AL OREN 1T HE



7 KA B B9 T ) O 5

TS5y Az 742 CRIfIS iz HTY o0
7= % % Table 1 {2F & 72 (Dwyer and Minnegal 1994).

DONIY T, AN RO IV I hGEENIF YT
YEOVBMIZOVTAD E, 1994 £ TIL 1988 DY
135 oTwA, $72, 2HOBAEBEL LIZL ¥ i3

K&, BRMEBMINXIZERETR, 211.5kg &

150.1 kg T, EHIFYHEBRNTWE, FTIY L iid
HENB7 L 7 VaE, B IERE L OBFCRE
5. 61, VEETEYIY LR, FoBk, RIE00E
BiE, mhasha s TS0zl h 30 EIc9E

LTEY, FRERIZOWTH T B (HIERT -
REHRF) 2T TVE. 29 L Iv 2 Atkofstiic
EoT, 1 KOBIXIhLhShDFT T/ RITAE L
Ri-oTHBY, TOILNLYIOBIIRBRLTWSE
E2OoNL, AL C LizonwT, BlifED
ZHENEREHFICHATELZTOER L TiEw
Zw, LA, 1994 E0RARIHERAT/ vy FiZ
WET 5805, HHES P Leholcledd, FY 7>
BHRREOL WG IR OHEBR L THH L Tt
HixH 50 Lk, /2, 1988 IS, BMIbIcE
WTARBEEZRML TWzA, 1994 EIIBRIC B S 6L
BT THRENLELI 7. ZOHTR, BT
BEDHN LY, Frr P ESIha7:2 b
BBl TV,

Townsend (1974) it v 7 EHOY =4+ - v #
ToEIZOWT, SEDHIVIDHFEE L LI, 1 ED
FIYIHOHEGNBT 7 fak 82kg (LY P2 2s
205 kg) EHHE L TWA, $7:, Ohtsuka (1977a) {2
774N FHEBIAELE T FHRISOWT, §EOTHHS
66kg (L 2122055 104kg) EBELTWE. Wih
DEES, PNV ORLERIZ, Ly YdtEbd
TREL LR oTWwE, 20, 1 F1FBOFIYILE
TNBF TN, EOBBMTLIAE{ N E-TwE
DTH5H, LarL, TEHTEZ2 208 L 12 100ke
£FTFhl->TEY, 7F KOS 9T Lo iR
INBELOF I EGHLTVAB I EERELTY
%, ZONE, FTA4TIORFR L INT I S TON
BOBPL LI RD. LB, FEMEBHITTG,
BEMNHLTET LR TIIVW2 00, HELrXEE
Vo, Thid, ZAKICBVW TR, YTVYI ol
HIIHFEOEL DI ) =2 Il EHA PR 204
THY, FORIZEALTENTRVADIZ, BEIC
EZNELLVLOEEDRE, 2%, Z0WE, Bl
s S WA Y, BICY IV S mmROBA % TS 2
DTHAH). | AHGZH RISy OF sy 74

EiteAhdk, 1994 ENF— 7131988 L H b Fh e
N 30%HMONMHED SN L, i, WL I,
1994 IR T2 PO SHROBE LY T4 L 2 RIREIC
FRALLTRERE, HHOEEIBERELTVWES. L

L, NV eTT7A4=I RS ONTI VLB
LZRABOEERERSTLE, IVEHLERNEDS
N, WUy HEEOBREMIZETTIFTIY L Chh
O, ZHRBENSRTIRI HYEAY, (BN ED
M3 EOENRELTWENTHS, 7, ML 2Kk
DMTHI TNV LTI T, EBEICET
DENIEL TV,

REML N TR LY T by hic
1L ThHY, 22h0H 07— DATHIT LD
HTCRHE. LIL, PONTIrOANVEN, FIE
DIZBI B /RO L2 YV EEROB S 2 H-oTv3
&, 7, IR 295ke LV RS, b
Ey 7 IS Y + AKO 3.66kg, 77V MNTHRID
HANKD35kg, TTIVINHIRS A VKD 2.6 kg F
(Townsend 1982:15), /377 = a—F =7 OUEM 4D
USRSV L (JIZERETH I LEEL
Ehedrtk, 1 DAL 7 KELORSRNS S, &
ARIEDHBIIRAL B EHTE LS.

IFROLERICERPEL S EARELYERAR, ¥
Y DUUREF Y 7 UK BEORNIEZ DL
A6, T, YONTIETIATIERETS
E, MHEOFIEY ORI, Mo LMY T
WEABRG IV OENTESNB)DOLT, HEBTH
MLFROFEML S Lizh B, T DESI, EIFHES
#4301 24HT5 (Table 2). Dwyer &
Minnegal (1999 DR L 2 &, HIZIIn= v izs
WTHIIE 2 fTbLVTHMBO Ty 7o itdEELE
+2E, 1B DOFL TR 1.3kg (1988 0
F=FYeRY, FIL2LOF—FLERIEEBbEW
HRERS, 8512, Y747 RBVT, HNE%
Tt Y O 1 BE L D 0L 117~
126 kg ERHEIATE Y, ZHRBIHR RS hsk+
Bk, vunTUEREALELOSLWERIILRS,

POTERER, R ORI 6, PINTY T
B A& ERABENY A b O£ IR 5 HHED
CEOTUEHHH, EBTIN T L TRITHD  BD
WPy T AEEESICL, YT 1KY o%RE
BEHLEETWS EEZ (B 1992). L2L, 77
A2 OHFALEDORBIZENIE, Dwyer & Minnegal
(1994) A4S 5 & 12, B0 & ARIRY A D o ER
FLFLOMLESETIROALEL ST L INT { 5.
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—k, Y 1 E2FHET2OLET HE~ARE R
2L, Yoty rORF(34 RU16.3 AR) YT 4
2 (102 AR 2 LBl-THY, i, $fEhny
N— TR S ERAEAED S5 (Suda1990). BLLo
CEFREISDERE, YUNTV/IIBITARNE S
L ABMLA Y od s, ERICEMT 5 AR
PRI CHBESRATVWAE LRSI ENTE S,
e 2 FEOF TR ORWIE, BINE 2TbRw
SEOIEMI, BEHAHARCHE. F74TLEED
T, 7 FEWEMT 280 0MiEE, L sRoREo
Bt HGBEAEETHG L boTh S, HIER
o THADEENIRRL, T2OBEEZAICHIEET
HHTH LS5k b 00, LdmBRirEbL
Twhiv, —7F, MNEFEETI2ORRRE EHFOEL
L #HOMATHS. HEERETH L, HNEQH D
FOHEE L DADP B I ENTE, ZOHRRR
ML EL DTy Ty 2MMTHZ EHWiEICR-T
WhEFELILNEL, SN, BEETbRVWIZLMD
6F, 1EKZLNDFY LRI GCLL I EREPRE, ¥
2o, 1A RF 1S DIcoE 35 Lot
BEHIFTVBI LI, BNSIcEEEZMLEZEDE
RGO EEEZRE L THS.

EHHIC

TIA=IRRBEEORGEEBLTHLE k-7 C
i, YounwvradIhss, AL EEDTIA
TR PEE O L CHERE I L7 b B L
WIZETHD, TRIFVEERPFHLBLTHL LW
A5, HEBWEHFZIY /=y Fizn o= A bt
Zush, BAOREHOBRBIENREGESHTH, 2K
BEELA MY v 2 5 ¥ F- R Y ERROSHRIT MR
FHSICERT A LS kot FOBE, ARY, #
i, WEPAIC I LCHABTA LI hoTWS, #
B, yunevrolAli, r74<Ledeiizkt
7 KECRIIEYORBNE S 2 hiTbiwvw L
THloTWAE. 7, NEOZENTTEDZIILDS
B, O FEEIIRE D ZbDTEEEN DY
S ERRHIEHT /NS Do

Tyne Yy OERRE, —HFCEBHRICESHEERDY
FIB LI bITERELER TR0, AT
MEIAZL, 350 EoHANHALLBEGT
HEALVIFHLELDLLoTWS, YINTI/D
HAN, 2EEBEgOoRuEECHELIRAL2vwWod
ERoICTEOBELY. LAL, BZNNLC) O
EEEIEVWE LT A FAOHDOSZ 2> TWAHDIT

Tliiwv. {ER~OBMAREMRFIET, L0054
DAY IHEDOBREERKELTVELABILLT
X20THE. YINTILIEZODT Y I NY RHU
FoTHEORAEERFETH D, FiFIHT EHLL
WEDLHNODER-TWS, £, HADBZIED
STOREMEERTESTHLL L, HoIRpRE
LT B S LR ORISR AP LR VRIETLH
A5 6TH5 (Suda 1990).

ST, Yyney At Ie ) ko
EOH ORI E - TI L, ERELTR, &
PEHUCEREM Y h DAEFHEE B L TV B ZITEWSWTE
e, PoTHEEMEBLAL I, SRGL) ok
AL ERREDLLOHELONE, BEOY
B, YINTYIHEODUYINGANRESTTE
LREHETCHL DT TV I RIENOENNNEo T
BY, EMEBEOZLIHIRT2DONMERST
ELCED, 1 RGN DHF IV OPLEORET YT
R OTEHMARAE O v 1994 EDOF[ETHML S
Lit, ZOWiBELRBLTWAS,

ChoDEHELMITHELDIZR, Yunvvy,
FI4=y, NETHERE L e OB §
AUENHB Y. LdL, 74— FioBiFaegic
BEEELUMIH L, L YEEIBHOIX, 7—¥
f’EMPL, IHEORPBALTHILLELERXS, &
7, BUEEIFI vunev e EhEfFbRVS T4
20, ELLNFARO Y HEOV IR OFELON
FHOPITILELDS,

B Iz, SRHERSD L £ hizvT B 2 KRR
LSOEET>ELHLRETILEND S, PonIVrD
HALL, rEedesictit 7 EE0Y e 0N EHHE
FBERRRDLIEERH-TVS, Fi, BoHOEER
PEMRELIBNI L H-Tva, LdL, LElED
BOEFRHRHEOBRVIHUDIIZOTIREL, /8K
RIS KEOFEORHDEWEHE LI TWE, 2iERDL
W EE AT R M EE D20, FHPH
ERETTRR, B0 0B EmL RiThiE
ZoHLWOTHAE. KOO S LAFELREZMTS
ahs, LAY osEEORES BT ARALH
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